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Inclusive teaching tips
Supporting students with an intellectual disability

Students with an Intellectual disability are as diverse in their abilities as any other group of students.  Students with an Intellectual disability may have other secondary disabilities such as autism, epilepsy, physical disabilities as well as ID. This often compounds the effect of the ID.
Difficulties Students experience:
Students with ID may experience any of the following difficulties:
· Grasping abstract concepts

· Understanding complex terms

· Problem solving

· Recalling information

· Reading and writing

· Generalising or transferring skills from one situation to another 

· Communicating effectively

Inclusive teaching practices
Students with ID learn best from Inclusive teaching practices that benefit all students. 
These include:

·  breaking down a task into smaller chunks 

· practical hands on experience, 

· Frequent repetition and  review

·  Specific feedback.

· Use plain English and clear instructions

· Guided practice

· Shorter periods of learning interspersed with breaks
· Use of visuals/colour/pictures
How can Access courses help?
At Sydney Institute we offer several Access courses, which are specifically for students with an ID. These are classes where students receive high support and provide a pathway onto other courses at TAFE. Eg. At Ultimo we offer a one semester access course in Panel Beating /Spray Painting and this course have provided a pathway for many students to gain an apprenticeship in panel beating or spray painting which otherwise may be difficult for them.

***  FLEXIBILITY is a key element in the delivery of educational programs for SWID ******.

A recent example – a Stage 3 Apprentice with ID
I recently met with one of the trade sections about a student registered in my section. 
The student started in an Access course, gained an apprenticeship, changed jobs a couple of times and is now a Stage 3 Apprentice. 
However, due to large gaps in both his employment history and TAFE attendance he is struggling with basic Stage 1 tasks at work and at TAFE.  After the Teacher Consultant, Disability had discussions with his teacher it was decided to go back to basics and revise the basic skills to enable the student to complete these tasks at TAFE and work competently.  This type of flexibility and collaboration from teaching sections is critical for SWID to achieve meaningful vocational outcomes
Examples of Reasonable adjustment for a student with ID
Students with an Intellectual disability may require Reasonable Adjustment in terms of the time they take to complete a course.  A one semester course may take a student 2 years to complete as the student completes a small number of units at a time. 
Another challenge with Students with an Intellectual disability is to explore different ways that the student can demonstrate competence, once again showing flexibility in teaching. For example, the student may not be able to list the equipment or steps involved in doing a task but demonstrate competence by actually doing the task as required. This Reasonable Adjustment in the assessment process allows the student to demonstrate competence as required by the unit assessment guidelines.
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